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Forecast Verification – A Sampling

• Selected 32 forecast points in Columbia Basin that 
have real-time USGS streamflow data and no 
adjustments

• Analysed 1 April 2008 forecasts for Apr-Sep period
• Expressed observed flow in relation to forecast 

di t ib ti d i t d b fi bli h ddistribution as depicted by five published 
exceedance probabilities
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1 April 2008 Forecasts
Eastern Oregon
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Frenchglen Monument



1 April 2008 Forecasts
Central Oregon
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Williamson / Chiloquin Deschutes / Benham Falls Hood / Tucker Bridge



1 April 2008 Forecasts
Southwestern Oregon
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Illinois / Kerby Rogue / Raygold S Umpqua / Tiller N Umpqua / Winchester



1 April 2008 Forecasts
Eastern Washington
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Kettle / Laurier Okanogan /
Tonasket (5 & 95%)

Methow / Pateros Stehekin / Stehekin Wenatchee /
Peshastin

Yakima / Cle Elum



1 April 2008 Forecasts
Northern Idaho
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NF Coeur d'Alene / Enaville St. Joe / Calder Clearwater / Orofino Salmon / White Bird



1 April 2008 Forecasts
Southern Idaho
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Boise / Twin
Springs

Big Wood / Hailey Big Lost / Howell
Ranch

Snake / Flagg
Ranch

Bruneau / Hot
Spring

Salmon Falls / San
Jacinto



1 April 2008 Forecasts
Montana
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NF Flathead / Columbia Falls MF Flathead / West Glacier Clark Fork / above Missoula Bitterroot / Darby



Forecast Percentile Bins for Observed Flows

Theoretical   Actual
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Conclusions

• There were a couple of notable forecast “misses” 
(Umatilla, NF Coeur d’Alene), otherwise all other 
sampled forecasts were within reasonable ranges 
with respect to observed valueswith respect to observed values

• Forecast percentile bin distribution of observed 
flows was appropriateflows was appropriate
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